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OaiCRAL XNFCIUIATION. 

Location and Tract. 

About GO,. of the lands of the Allegheny Cre and Iron Company, 

are located in Pare, and 40,o in Rockingham County, Virginia* Tho 

northern boundary of this tract ic tho County lino botv/oon Pago County 

and Rockingham and Shenandoah Counties, which is local y known us the 

"old Fairfax line", run by Ceorgo "ashing ton. 

The area of the property ic approximately 17,000 acres. 

part cU the 

Tills tract forms a, divide between tho l.orth and South Forks 

A. 

of tho Shonnndoah River. The portion in Page County drains into the 
South Fork of the Shenandoah River, W ile tho land In Rockingham Coun- 
ty drains into Smith's Crook, a tributary of the l.orth Fork of the 
Shenandoah Rivor. 

Tho no are it town lo Shenandoah, Page Co., Virginia, situated 
on tho 1'. . & V'. R. R. ab ut throo miles ocot of tho tract. Lew war- 
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ket, in the North Fork Valley, lu gIjou! four miles north out of the 
property, a>d about tv/o miles onst of the Gou thorn ii. It. 

Owiiorohlp ; - 

"ho Allegheny (re im i Iron Company , owners of this property, has 
bt& office at tron Bute, Virginia. The of loe ol‘ i^r. r.paclaann, proal- 
Cent of the company, 1 b at Coatouvillo, Pa. iir. Hubert C# blckoru, 
arc .. I for the company, lives at Clionandouh, Va. Tho present owners 
acquired the properly July 3, 190C from tho jiuplro .'tool a. id Iron Co» < 
The original deed calloc f r about C~>,COO acres, but partlou rop — 
i-eoc.-tcd by Con. Roller, claimed all land:; south of .Ai-iAlo'u and Frid- 
ley's Cppa. In ox*der to ttlo the dispute, arid to obtain a clear 
titlo, the land in question v/us conceded to Gen. bailor and his clients. 
The property offered tc the Government la froe from conflicting cluing, 
and no land la held by a^uattors . Tho loonl reputation of the tl*io 
Is uiiu.uclly good. Thero aro no -in ral rights o l-otanding. A tim- 
ber right for cutting about 15, COO fuel In Uorgun’o un, expire a in the 
fall cf 101. • This is t!ie onl., out-s Landing clal a ogu -’.ct ih property. 
/ M exploitation of this tract tegV) many years Ixjforn the nr. 

Tho stands of aged second growth, timber, anc: tin eld coal heurthe, to- 

w 

gothor v.lth inds of oarth and c. vod-in tunnols, a.- tho remaining ov- 

1 dor. cos of a former Iron indue try. ith its own oro, c’wrcoul ana lime 

stem, tho roglon was Independent of ntsido influences. Tho old stone 

stuck ct tho c nfluonco of Cub, and ..oaring .unu, is tho only remains of 
Catherine Furnace which was operated until ubout twenty years ago. 

At this furnuoc from 1GC1-1GG5, canno bulls am oth r munitions of wnr 

wore mn..u 2 uotur*od for the fou thorn Army* 

Alth-ugh the pr sent owners have no carried on ary ti-bor epor- 

utloac, themselves , thero has been iiaraly a month, c r.tructers wore riot 

\ 




engaged In Getting out whirtevor merchantable products oculd be found) 
lnmb' s r, staves, tleo ana berk ho o been cut, until now there is not 
tuoro then CC ,000 Dd.kt. of merchantable timber remaini. £. 

The present stand of timber is go scattered tliat sufficient timber for 
o portable mill operation cannot bo found In one place. The tract 
hue not boon protected, and ha3 beon burned ovor repeatedly. Only 
In tho covog a d on tlio lower elopes hue the p^ictu *e been ouxiioient 
to aii'ord any adequate protection to tho second growth. 9n the ridges 
anu upper elopes, fires have prevented satisfactory re-stocking. 

The title to thia tract i3 warranty in character, coverinc the 
entire acreage . 

Condi Lions of 1’rcpoonl j- 

The cc mpany reoervoo the mineral n, hts, nna requests tho priv- 
logo ox purc’nasing mine timbers, if .lining opera Li . 3 aro roaumnei. 

/. price of W G.00 per r.crewas originally asked, but the Company 
h«o riven an option for 6 months , from Lfioy V, 101L', . 1.C5 per ace^. 

Description of locality. 

Topography c id 

T?w? topography of .ho tract la for the most pert regular, oorv- 
Biotlng of throe main na; os running ppproxa. au Lely : orth ana South,, 
occasional intermediate shorter ridges. 

ttie names or those ridge., loginning at the oust, are:- 
Flrot fountain, Middle fountain, anu Uossanutten, or third kountala. 
The county line between >*ago and fockingiium, follows the crest of the 
laet named, which is the farthest </* , anu at tho north oiidof the 

tx*act it corners with the hen&ndoah Co. Lino. 

Tho elevations range from about lbvw xoot to C, 00 feet above 
sea levii. *e crests of idladlo £l,u liasoanuu.er. tJountaine attain the 
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greatest elevation. The ridge tcps are narrow arm often exti’emely 
rocky; the slopes are Generally Puu h and rooky, anu are separated by 
long narrow valleys which parallel the mountains. 

There are two corral rock formations- sandstone and shale. 

The eands tone, which Is hard and flinty, ocours chiefly on the ridges 
and cn the upper slopes. Frequent outoropo anu acarp3 aro found. 

The slialo is Confined to the lcwor slopes and ooves. unly limited 
amounts of limestone are found ct the higher olovotionsj the soil is 
generally thir. and unfertile, ana is chiefly sunay with a small clay 
content. In the narrow valleys, however, the soil la usually fairly 
productive, anu consists largely of clay, derived from tta shale, mix- 
ed with come a.mu. The soil types blend with each oth< r, anu it is 
difficult to draw lines of demarcation between them. 

Cub J<un, with its tributaries, Pitts' Spring Run, Roaring Run 
and Morgan's R n drain all the north and central part of the truct. 

This stream emtie3 into the Couth Pork of the Chermndoah nour Catherine 
Furnace. Friuley .Run flows from the south-western portion of the 

tract, into the North l-’ork of the Shenandoah. 

Uoono's Iiun ana Petefish r.un, rice In the south-eastern part of the 
tract, and empty into the South Pork of the Chonanaouh# 

on about two thirus of the area, tho surl'aco is rough, rocky und 
steep. The slopes ana ridges, muny of whch are precipitous, are cov- 
ered with r,ck f ragmen tdt>f all sizes. over much of the tract logging 
is difficult, and on a few restricted areas, it Is practically impossi- 
ble . 

Inasmuch as the ridges in this tract run north and 3outh, the ex- 
posures are all eastern and western, with the exception of north and 
south exposures in the gaps, where suoh strea ins as Pitts' fpring Run, 
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Morgan’s kun, and a few other jjranller e breams broak through the 

ridges* 

Jtort&Cfat ' 

riio original lorect consisted chiefly oi u more cr Iogg even aged 

stand ol mixed hardwooos; considerable stands ox short-loaf pines 

ojioc covur. d largo a^aa on the u 4 .p«r south anu *oBt gIopog. In tiie 

* * 

oovcb, wlilto-oak, chestnut, ar.d yellow poplar prodo:iinatod, while on 

•4 

the slopes ar.d ridges, the ohestnut-ouie jub the most lmportunt spocloo, 
occurring in nearly pure standL cl considerable ares. 

;.t present the forest consists, for the most part, of Gocor.d 

*• l * * hoi*e is pruolically no mature Limber left, except a very 

four culled »» tehee oz 6 up 10 acres, or Iobs, trhoro for ono treason or 

another, o clear cutting was not mode* This titabor lias at present lit- 
tle co^:.»«rciul value, a:.a Bervoo o.iy to show the character of the orlgr, 
incl forest* luiture trees, which cro either defective cr of inferior 
species, ore 3 cut ter d widely over ti»e entire ta’act. 

The bust stands ol’ soooiid growth fli-u found in t.ko OoveG and on in; 
tru> lo*er slopes* The ridges arc often bore of tree growth. 

elevation has very little direct influence or. the foroat. Its 
influence Is indirect , rather/ than direct* no trio cllltudo increases, 

I — 

t?ie bocwisie steeper, fifa the soil euisture lc go ireducoa that 

\ / 

on elopes with Souther* exposure , tn* moisture- luVihg hurawoucio tenu 

to give way to yellow pine* Boouuso of the keen deiiand for chestnut 
oak bark, this product lias been almost ontiroly rec. ved from tho tract . 

It hac evo* proved profl table to cat brers lor barn, which lira a bro»*nt 
height dx-noter oi only S or C inches* Toa» oi the better chestnuts 
oal: timber h*.c been otilizeo for lumber ami bias, but ’men oi it rwo 
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been lert to decay. 

Yollov poplar ranks next in importance. The boot or this species 
was tahe.. out aoxao yonro ago, louvlrxg a fow large, defective -roes, 
hero and tl.oro, throughout the coves, which Ixavo aided in ro- stocking 
thee*. 

' hi to ^ al: ranks tnird. It h«s been liecvily oullod for ties, 
utuvoc one lumber. 

the x'enaining opooies arc the following in order of importance. 
Ccorlet t ok, Ghort-leai Pine, "hits Pine, Black Gum, Tcrub Pino, 

Bed talc, dichcry, Til to Ash, i'.zd In pie , yeai&orc, Lined Birch, Butter- 
nut and hoxmlock. 

fhc ro-toval 01 the timber r.£. the repeated burnings have matarl 
all., affeebod the stream flow. . cu’mero llvirxg near tiio tract say that 
dui’ii.g t;. wot seasons the st roams axe touch higher, ct.a fluwU- ax'o 
more numerous tixan they wore fifteen to twenty y *uro cvjo, wlxon the xuuu 
ujou- tci.. sv.pt rtod c. fair static _ : . mbex*. . o. lijg, rou..s tiirough the 
gap;: , ha vo boon washed so badly by flood. , l hat they uro well nigh 
luipa . uiLlo . In tho dry seasons cr au.mex* and e&x’ly fall, springs and 
walls of tho vicinity, which rxvex iaxlod before tho tluibui'’ uuu re- 

i 

ujovod* »»«-.. c o dx’y. 

. wing to t .€> exposed cc. Jl -loi.s of the x* idgou and upper uxopos 
and to tho unregulated run-off, during thu after heavy raiini, it is 
iiiOViUtblo that the thin sund;, evil should oro. o badly . hlth ugh the 
at rotten hand up in small gullioc, the slopes do not r. u appear to 
gully. 71.:: loose material is tanned awuy by tho shoot orosion. 
baxell uu..d bars are found In the otroinA bods, tuid patchoo of fine 
water- laid sand ax'© freq ent or. fists ox: tlxe mourxtalxx clopoa . 
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Through overcutting, slopes and ridgoa have been loft bare, and 
and no attempt has boon made to dispose of the brush* fires have lnev<t- 
itably followed the cutting, and have swept over the slopes and ridges, 
killing most of the young growth. Bare rook and thin soil have as a 
ooriDequonce , been left exposed* 

Development of Country* 

There are four natural outlets from this tract;- iainkle's, 

Fridley's, Potefioh and Cub, Caps. 

Hauling roads, now In poor condition, traverse ail the larger 
streams, and practically, all or the monor tributaries, usually for 
their ontiro lougth. The grades are light, in mo3t cases averaging 
from three to four per cent* Prohibitive grades along tho main streams 

* 

are rare, but small branches of tho roads are In bad condition from 
washouts, a^d the grades nro often very heavy. n. ‘..'i Li 

• 

At a point between first and Second Mountains, and wost of Petefish 

Gap, is found the terminus of a cable road , built to haul bark. This 

' ; • 

road runs in a westerly direction, s traight over Second ana Middle 

/ 

Mountains, and through Fridley Gap. It is' now abandoned, and most of 

I 

the rails have been stolen. 

There are very few places that It would be impossible to log 
on account of topographical difficulties. Tho most pronouncos exception 
Is in the upper basin of koontu' rtun, which is rock-bound. Owing to 
the scarcity of timber, further logging for the present is qllte out of 
tho liuestion. There are sufficlons moans of transportation, to make 
logring possible, if the timber were available. 

jus ajertolB ■fcuT'nno-jOAO ii'JrMU, 

Agricultural Possibilities. 

/, V’iJ' 

0 In no case is the soil of sufficient richness and depth, or 

• & 


the surface level enough, to perrr.lt cultivation. 

There la supposed to be Iron oro In varying quantities on this 
property, but it is generally ur.d rstcod that the different ccrpnnios t 
that havo undertaken to work the air.es, have not boon successful finan- 
cially. Means of transportation are easily avallnblo. At cno time, a 
standard gunge rood bed was built, and a portion of tho rack laid, but 
never completed. This line extended from the M. 3 , Ji. K. at Grove 

Hill tc CaUierine Purnace, and was used iron Grovo Hill tc the iilver. 

Although a few hood of stock are grazed on the tract every oura- 
mer, the range, von in the va_loyn, is sc poor that they d" 1 not thrive. 

Owing to its acoessibill ty and wlldr-eat, the Lia.'eanuiten, if 
protected, should bee ue a popular rocroeticnal area. There are rouny 
spots along Cub and Pitts' Spring Rune that would afford excellent Camp- 
ing si toe. 

‘ 1th proper pro toe tier, these curtains could be kept success- 
fully stocked with fish and game. 

It the Confluence. 

A storage resorvoir could bo oono tructeci of Cub aid Roering 
tuna, tliat could supply water for Shenandoah arc Stanley. Although 
mch a reservoir would supply water for town .se, it would scarcely be 
:apnble ofl supplying Bt ady pc .’cr for cc^eroial use. 

Description of Tract. 

orost Types. 

In the cone type, tho principal speClos aro;- yellow poplar, 
oarlet oak, black oak, white oak and reu o&i., chestnut, h ekery and 
ecus t • This type, which occupies a. -cut b/a of the total area of the 
raot, ic found only along otrearr. bottoms and , ordinarily varies in 
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width from 2 to 10 chains,- In mre in3tancos It rca.ch'-'a a width of 
25 chains. Its altitudinal range is approximately fro® 1200 to 1500 
foot abovo coa lovol. Inasmuch as the streams run app.ro ximotoly horth 
and Boutli, t; is type has ouster:. and western aupocts. About CO,- of this 
typo i~ i’o-s Louhedwith a fast stand of second grov;th timber, consisting 
chiefly cf scai'lct oak, rod or..:, white cui, yellow poplur, l-cu-t and c 
chestnut cal:. 

I p the slope typo the principal species are, in order of im- 
portance; chestnut -ale, chestnut, rod a:id black oak, yellov? pine, and 
white oik. I’he total area of thi3 typo represents 77,- of the entire tr J. 
tract. ’he altitudinal ranee lo appro ximatoly , from 15uQ to UuoU foe ? 
above oca lovol. The Blo.pe type hosfor the most part, an east rn and 
western aopoct, both of whioh have horvy grades. The slope type has 
all beer. heavily cut oversold burned, yore or Io. b. The woot 3lopes are 
in markedly poor condi tion, while the cast slopes ar re-stockingfairly 
wall. Scurlot oak, chestn t and yeilov; pine have made repeated attempts 
to ropmduce, and wliero fire hes not boon too severe, they have , ii - * a 
fair mcacui’oroo tockod this type. At present, yellow pino shows up 
best, and in many placos, has a good stn t. tlo6t of tho yellow pine 
wan killed twenty years ag&by br.rk beetles. 

Ir: the ridge type th principal species,, i.. order of iuiporten 
anco, are chestnut oak, yello- pine, and chestnut. This type is 

a* 

found usually in a strip from 10 to 15 chains v/ide, airing tho tops of 
ridges and major divides. Occasionally it has the width of 20 chains. 

Its altitudinal range is from 2000 feet to 2300 feet, which is the high] 
eat elevation found on the tract. Chestnut oak locust and yellow pine 
have reproduced most successfully, but these species- -or. sparse stand 
of ohort stunted trees, owing to the poor soil, arid to repeated fires. 
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The orlgiruil yellow pine on this type, a.; upon the slope type has suf- 
fered from bark borers. 

Valuation of Timber. 

The present absence of merc'nontable timber is proof of the past 
demand. "hot timber was not used in the .vide agricultural valloys 
a’ on" tho two forks of the Shenandoah Rivor, v;ac either chipped to 
northern markets, or left to decry after tho bark had beon removed. 
Tanneries at blktcn, Ilarrioonbur~ and Luray, furnished a never-failing 
market for bark. 

’ha: e : ountains, which adjein broad egric lltural valleys, anould 
produco timber to their utmost capacity to supply Ln ^ increasing de- 
mand for la. .her, posts and fuel. 

he current etumpnge prices arc ^r.00 por !1. for all k..ds of 
lumber. Cwing to tho lack of merchantable timber, c further oisc^s- 
si ». cf ^luupage prices is not access ry . 

It Is of interest to note that a part of th tract certains 
young timbcrrhlch in 25 years will be of value. In order to got a 
rough out Irate of the second growth timber 1.. the oovos and cr tho 
lov.or slop.. ■ , one-quarter acre sample plots i/ore taken. .. cio nor es- 
timate uc v.ot uu «Je ecause there is no pro-seat market for oord-wood. 
Abc^t l,itO aoroa,contain4 y ung timber which it net new merenunt- 
ublo, but which i . a feu yocrs, rosy be cut at a profit. 

The present volume in cubic foot, .s shown by species for lc»g* 
elopo ^nu ^va conditions in tiie ioillowing table*. _ 
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2tand per 

i.ere of Cocond Growth Timber by Gpocios. 


i. 

2 * Ho. of 


Av r*. 

Vol . Cu.it. 

Percentage oi 

Total. 

h 

SPECIES. Trees 


L.B.D. 


In ho • — — 

In Vol. 

.1 

’"hi to Cok 23 


5.6 

122 

17. C 

15.9 

( 

V 

Scarlet Laic 


5.6" 

212.4 

k i ■ ^ 

27.7 


Black CoU 5 


4 . G 

14.0 

t\ <• 

• •»- 

1.7 


Chootuut c. ak . 5 


•7 It « 
V* • %J 

140.0 

1C. 2 

1C. 9 


Chestnut 6 


5.2 " 

16.0 

L • Ci 

n 9 

m • w 


Locust 6 


G.7" 

46.6 

4.3 

5«9 


lie d b'aple 4 


5.5 

1C.0 

w • 

1.9 


Yellow I’opiax' 0 


£.0" 

35.0 

O 

W • 

7.2 


Ash 7 


e.o" 

23.0 

3.7 

4.o 


Hickory 7 


3.4" 

10.5 

2.7 

1.3 


Yells.. plr.e 7 


6.5 " 

30.9 

2.7 

4.6 


Black Cum 1 


5.0 n 

* • r* 

t • 

• > 

.4 


TOTAL IBS 


.. 

027.4 

1GC.C 

100.0 


Tho abevo table 

shows the 

results obtained from four one-^u&r- 


loi- aero cample plots. 

or a total 

oi ono acre. 




Allowing BO 

cubic feot tc 

:.c solid cord, the second O ro.v th 


averages 10*2 corks 

tc 

LllO CC.'i. 

'•t 18^ per Cura, t.:o second 

gro .. th 


timber weald bo worth 

, 100. jC pc.’ 

acre. . inco 

about 1 , CG G ac. 

res is 


oove.od with an a.o 

rage a Lane’ of 

this amount. 

uhe total value 

of the 


ueccnU growth would 

DO 

1 f OgC , C r 

an average f 

L.r tac entire 1 

. | vr U 


a croc c* ,0.00 per 

acr< 

c. 





^OCllajO Oi 

the 

condition 

of the mu uure 

LitiiL' • i iui j. L..o siuall 


amount o! mo re non tublo 

ti mbor, cl 

ther original 

or soco.,d grow 

th, the 


eo;u*,orcial value of 

the stand is 

so low , that 

only mo 3wil 

value is 



taken i;i to account 


** 12 *» 


Valuation of ! and without Timber. 

There hr.3 been comparatively little market for cut-over lands 
In the kassanutton. In some cf the oales made recently, the prices 
wore fairly high as compared with the price at which thl3 lend la held. 
About eight years ago, PrtnLz jn d Ohf'pman bought 3C5 acres of cut-over 
mountain land a short distance to the north for * 500 . 0 , or for about 
,,1.20 per acre. " A traot of 204 acres recently sold for ,5-0.00 , or 
about <0.50 per acre. This land was only in fuir condition, and had 
been cut ever at one ti:«. 

This tract is the largest 3ingle compact bedy of lnd in the 
taesanutten, anu Its purchase id of vital importance in establishing 
a national Poreas in this area. 


For timber production, without taking into cc count the pres- 


ent amount or cordwocd, 

it is 

boliovea that the land 

hu3 a value by 

typos 

as shewn in the follow It 

Z table:- 


TABLES 

& 2. 





V3lue oil Land 

.heel us 

ive of limber by Typos 

• 

TYTE 

Acreage 


Value por Acre 

Total Value 

Cove 

1,036 


^2.00 

;c # c7c.co 

Slope 

12,027 


1.50 

1C, 39.00 

Ridge 

2,840 


.50 

1 .400.00 


16,705 


Total 

V22, 725.00 


Average value per 

aero. 

v 1 



Taxatlon $ 

The assessed valuation 01 the .roper ty is <0.10 por acre, or 

approximately .1,700 . The tax rate last your was yl2.5G por thoua- 

■ 1 - j 1 

aid. The taxes paid last year amounted to -,21.50. The total assess- 
ed value of all -ho land in rage County Is about 2,500,000. 
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son A R Y. 

Tills tract occupies a solid block, with no interior holdings, 

and is lurgo enough In Itself, (17 >acreu) to form: a unit for man- 
aremont . 

It is believed that encu~h od Joining lands can be secured at 
re«oonahle prices, to make a blocl: or, at least, C5,0QC acres, ar d 
possibly, 40,000 acres. ob out 3,000 acres of tho Ilumo Survey, direct- 

ly adjoining on the north, la held u .dor option at similar prices. 

It has been stripped of timber and repeatedly burned. Hoods 
and erosions are unchecked. It Is suitable only for the production 
of Limber. In the Increasingly fertile and valuable valleys on either 
aido, the demand for timber will soon become greater than tho present 
supply. 

Tho entire t act is accessible and near t 0 rsl 1-roads. 

With proper protection the l.a anutlon Area would become an at- 
tract lvo camping-ground during tho summer. The land alone is estim- 
ated to be worth H.tii, whllo the owners are willing tc sell for 
$pl.25. 

Tho immediate purchase cr this tract will assist in securing 
other tracts at reasonable prices, in the MaesanuLten tho fotomac, 
and iri the hhenanduah Areas. 

for tho reasens above uer.ti nod, it is recommended that action 
be taken to purchase this tract during the fxscal year of iSJll-12, ap 
tho prico named in tho option. 


